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Council Members  

Minister: Ron Zachman         
Vice-Minister: Cheryl Griese 
Secretary: Kevin O’Connell 
Treasurer: Cecelia Jensen 
Formation: Dcn. Kim Jensen 
Councilor: Barb Zachman 
Spiritual Assistant:                            
Sr. Karen Niedzielski, OSF                     
Provincial Spiritual Assistant:                            
Fr. Ed McKenzie, OFM 

Gathering ~ 7pm 

3rd Thursday of the month             
Council Meeting: 6:15pm      
Mtg Rms. 1 & 2 St. Andrew 

Liturgy of the Hours 

4th Week of Lent                                  
Begin:Pg. 973                   
Hymn: #101               
Reading to close Pg. 355                   
Mary’s Canticle: Pg. 696      

 March 18th Meeting  

Spirit Deadline                
29 day of each month     
Eva Jahnke, OFS~Editor 

Jesus, Mary, Joseph Save Souls

THE SPIRIT 
FRANCISCAN  FORMATION 

John 12: 20-18  The Word of God 

Sunday, February 21, 2021 – 5th Sunday of Lent             

 Some Greeks who had come to worship at the Passover 
Feast came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and 
asked him, “Sir, we would like to see Jesus.”  Philip went and 
told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 
Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man 
to be glorified.   Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain of 
wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of 
wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit.  Whoever loves his 
life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will 
preserve it for eternal life.  Whoever serves me must follow 
me, and where I am, there also will my servant be.   The Father 
will honor whoever serves me.                                                                                                       
 “I am troubled now.  Yet what should I say?  ‘Father, 
save me from this hour’?, but it was for this purpose that I 
came to this hour.  Father, glorify your name.”   Then a voice 
came from heaven, “I have glorified it and will glorify it again.”   
The crowd there heard it and said it was thunder; but others 
said, “An angel has spoken to him.”                                                                                     
 Jesus answered and said,   “This voice did not come for 
my sake but for yours.  Now is the time of judgment on this 
world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out.  And 
when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to 
myself.”  He said this indicating the kind of death he would die.  

The Gospel of our Lord. 

________
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CALLED  TO  A  
FRANCISCAN  LIFESTYLE

A very strong fraternal 
communion," is part of the 
authentic Franciscan vocation.” 
Listed below are the 
hallmarks.... 
• Simplicity: "There is no 

pretense in the Franciscan 
Spirituality. We who live by 
the Rule of St. Francis, strive 
to be the genuine article, that 
is, people who do not care 
much for fame or wealth - 
people who live in 
simplicity." 

• Poverty: "Love of Gospel 
poverty develops confidence 
in the Father and creates 
internal freedom." 

• Humility: "The truth of what 
and who we really are in the 
eyes of God; freedom from 
pride and arrogance." 

•  A Genuine Sense of 
Minority: "The recognition 
that we are servants, not 
superior to anyone." 

• A complete and active 
abandonment to God: 
"Trusting in God's 
unconditional love.”

•  Conversion: "Daily we begin 
again the process of changing 
to be more like Jesus" 

•  Peacemaking: "We are 
messengers of peace as 
Francis was.”

• Transformation: "What God 
does for us, when we are 
open and willing." 

Reflection
                                                                                                          

Have you ever noUced as we get older, Ume seems to be go by 

faster?  It is not an illusion.  When we were young, each 

second of actual Ume is packed with many more mental 

images.   Like a slow moUon camera that captures thousands 

of images per second, Ume appears to pass more slowly for a 

young person than for us who are using our “senior” brains.    

Maybe you wonder “how much Ume do I have leV?”   In a 

liWle over a year, we have seen the passing of three of our 

beloved members.   Jesus tells us in Sunday’s Gospel death is 

not something to be frightened of.  A life lived in His love, 

obeying the Father’s will becomes an eternity of happiness 

and bliss beyond anything we can imagine.   One of my 

favorite parts of the transitus every October is when Francis 

asks for a cookie before leaving his friends.   Though he 

sacrificed wealth, fame and all the creature comforts that 

accompany them, he sUll cherished the goodness of a freshly 

baked almond cookie.   He knew and appreciated the 

goodness of God’s creaUon though he longed for something 

infinitely beWer.  Francis was a grain of wheat that produced 

much fruit.   Francis served the Father as Jesus did, and as our 

friends JeaneWe, Louise and Deacon Greg did.  Lent is a Ume to 

remind us of the death of Jesus and ask if we are ready.  Our 

mother, the Church, prepares us spiritually to walk the way of 

the Cross.  Death is unavoidable, but not indestrucUble.  Christ 

has conquered death and longs to bring each of us into new 

life.    
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Responding to the Challenges of Lent 2021  

Lent brings about a natural, time of reflection.  For 40 days, Jesus entered the 
desert, fasting and praying before beginning his public ministry.  For 40 days, we 
model his behavior.  We observe a time of introspection and of self-emptying, of 
prayer and of sacrifice.  We push our own desires aside to make room for God’s 
Will.

The Church’s tradition teaches us that through the practice of fasting, prayer and almsgiving, 
we empty ourselves and, in turn, make room for God.  Over the past year, we have certainly emptied 
ourselves. The question remains: Have we filled up the emptiness with God?  To answer that 
question, it may be helpful to begin with a look back.  In the spirit of the popular Daily Examen, we 
can and should take time in prayer to reflect on the past year as a whole.  Review the challenges 
brought by each passing month.  How was life different from a typical year?  Where did we 
struggle?  What are we grateful for?  How was God at work?  What opportunities for grace did we 
seize?  What might we have missed?  A time of crisis sometimes can lead to negative changes in 
behavior.  Did we adopt any bad habits in the past 12 months?

How did we respond to the challenges we faced throughout the previous year?  Was our 
attitude and behavior instructed by virtue?  Do we need to ask anyone for forgiveness?  Is there a 
change we need to make?

As we pray, are there certain events from the year upon which God is drawing us to reflect in 
a particular way?  What can we learn from these experiences?  How can we grow spiritually from 
them?  What might we do differently if presented with similar situations in the future?

We must look ahead to what’s to come.  We have faced many challenges and may feel 
burdened, worn out spiritually, physically and emotionally, we must remember, new life is always 
possible in Christ.  Maybe this is an opportunity for deeper prayer and more spiritual reading. 
Maybe this is the time to focus on growth in a particular virtue to to grow in relationship with a 
particular saint.  Maybe we focus on breaking any bad habits we have acquired or maybe it is the 
time to focus more significantly on others.

In this year of St. Joseph, we can and should take advantage of this Lent to grow closer to 
the foster-father of Jesus.  As a man utterly obedient to and reliant on God during his own time of 
great challenge, St. Joseph has much to teach us.  Through his silent witness, we can learn to be 
quiet and listen to and follow the will of God in our lives~~especially during these anxious times we 
are experiencing.  Source:: OSV

St. Joseph. Pray for us.
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Happy Birthday  

San Damiano Fraternity Members 
  March 

Eva Jahnke, OFS~March 16

Barb Munnelly, OFS~March 31

April 

Christine Finka, OFS~ April 11

May Our Awesome God                                       
bless you abundantly in the coming 

year. 

Please   pray   for:   

 Mary Witzman, Robert 
Kohler, Jean Bolton, Jerry 

Hendrickson, Pat Brant, 

Sue Stone …  The gift of life…
that all people would respect, protect and cherish life 

in all stages.   For Holy Mother Church to be 

cleansed, and purified as God Wills..  For  new 
vocations for holy priests and sisters, & for all 

branches of the Franciscan family..

 Holy Spirit we call down Your Mighty 
Healing Power upon your children, our 
country and Holy Mother Church.  Please 
grace us with the gift of praying well, inspiring 
a New, Deep Abiding Love for You.  Spirit of 
Truth come into our hearts; shed Your light 
upon the nations, so they can praiseYou in 
unity.  God the Holy Spirit have mercy on us.        
Amen     

Pope Francis Intention March 2021 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Let us pray that we may experience the 

sacrament of reconciliation with renewed 
depth, to taste the infinite mercy of God. 

Acquire the purity of 
heart needed to set 

ourselves free to love 
God and our brothers 

and sisters                
(Art. 12)

Please pray for our  beloved                      
deceased Fraternity members                                                  

Jerry Witzman, OFS…April 23, 2003                

Lorraine Lock, OFS…July 2, 2008                   

Gloria McDermott, OFS…August 15, 2010               

Sr. Marcelline Virnig, OFS…April 2, 2012

Sr. Giles Weyandt, OFS…November 16 2012        

Anna Gebbie, OFS…March, 2013.                    

Betty Lefebvre, OFS…September 24, 2015.             

Jack Longie, OFS…July 21, 2018                        
Louise Mulvaney…December 13, 2019                     

Dcn. Greg Steele…March 25, 2020                            

Jeanette Polejewski…January 11, 2021

May Christ, who called you, take you to himself; 
may angels lead you to Abraham's side.  Grant 
them eternal rest, O Lord, and may your light 
shine on them forever.  Amen
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We Are Always Beginners
Deep within me a voice says,                                                

“Look for the face of God!”                                                            
So I look for your face….                                                                                              

If my parents rejected me,                                                              
still God would take me in.

                            Morning Reading                                                   
 From that day on, therefore, he began to dispose himself and to hold in contempt the 
things he had admired and loved before.  But not fully or truly, for he was not yet freed from the 
cords of vanity nor had he shaken off from his neck the yolk of evil servitude.  It is indeed very hard 
to give up things one is accustomed to, and things that once enter into the mind are not easily 
eradicated; the mind, even though it has been kept away from them for a long time, returns to the 
things it once learned; and by constant repetition vice generally becomes second nature.            
Thomas Celano~The First Life of St. Francis                                                                                                   

Just as I am, and waiting not to rid my soul of one dark blot, To thee.                                                              
Whose blood can cleanse each spot, O Lamb of God, I come.                                                                                     

Just as I am, though tossed about with many a conflict, many a doubt,                                                         
Fightings and fears within, without,  O Lamb of God, I come.                                                                                 

“The Lamb of God” by Charlotte Elliot

 For Reflection
I am encouraged, Lord, by your acceptance of me as I am.  Help me see today’s 

opportunities to grow in faith and love.

Evening Reading
But, though the glorious father had been brought to the fullness of grace before God and shone 

among men of this world by his good works, he nevertheless thought always to begin more perfect works 
and, like the most skilled soldier in the camps of God, the enemy having been challenged, to stir up new 
wars.  He proposed under Christ the Prince to do great things, and, with his limbs failing and his body 
dying, he hoped for a victory over the enemy in a new struggle.  For true virtue knows not a limit of time, 
since the expectation of a reward is eternal.  Therefore he was afire with a very great desire to return to 
the first beginnings of humility and, by reason of the immensity of his love, rejoicing in hope  he thought to 
recall his body to its former subjection, even though it had already come to such an extremity….     

Though he found it necessary to moderate his early rigor because of his infirmity, he would still 
say: “Let us begin, brothers to serve the Lord God, for up to now we have made little or no progress.”  He 
did not consider that he had laid hold of his goal as yet, and preserving untiringly in his purpose of 
attaining holy newness of life, he hoped always to make a beginning.   Thomas Celano, The First Life of St. Francis                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                      

Source: A Dwelling Place Within~St. Francis  of Assisi

[Editor’s Note:                                                         
After suffering a long 
illness in his youth, 

Francis began to turn 
his heart and mind         
toward God and 

God’s call}.   
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February 18, 2021 San Damiano Council/ Gathering Meeting Minutes 

6:15 PM Meeting started with a prayer from Ritual of the Secular Franciscan Order 
This meeting was held at St. Andrew’s meeting rooms 1 and 2.  Cheryl set up Zoom and we were 

delighted to have; Dennis, Peggy, Margaret, Pat, and Sister Karen join us. 

Council Members Present: Minister: Ron Zachman~ Vice Minister: Cheryl Griese, Spiritual Assistant: Sr. 

Karen Niedzielske,  Secretary: Kevin O’Connell~Treasurer: Cecelia Jensen, Councilor: Barb Zachman, 

Formation Director: Deacon Kim Jensen.   

 Other members in attendance at Council Meeting:  Christopher Mathis, OSF 

  Kevin read Council minutes from our January meeting at Epiphany.  

 Cheryl made a motion to accept minutes as read-Barb seconded the motion-motion carries 

Cecelia read the treasury report for 01-31 January 2021.  Kim made a motion to accept the treasury 

minutes as read~Kevin  seconded the motion~Motion carries 

Old Business: -Sis provided review of annual report and Fair share 

    -Meetings will continue at St. Andrew 

New Business:                                                                                                                                                               

 -We will continue to use Zoom along with our in person meeting at St Andrew with 10 people max 

 -Spiritual Assistant- still in process looking how to address this need in our fraternity.  If we can get 

 an extension with Sr. Karen, she is willing to continue. 

 -Received a thank you from Jeanette’s daughter 

 -Little Falls Retreat has been moved to 2023 

 -Kevin provided an update on Bob and his recent fall 

-Barb will send out a form allowing respondents to indicate their intentions regarding a Wake Service. 

 A Franciscan Pall is still requested for wake service. 

 -St Andrew will be saying 3 Masses for Jeanette and a Mass will be said on the anniversary of   

 -Deacon Greg’s passing on March 25th. 

AdditionsNo additions to report: 

Formation: Deacon Kim asked the question to those on Zoom and in person, “How are you doing during 

this pandemic?”  We looked at chapter one from our book study. 

Meeting was closed with a prayer…Next meeting will be March 18th.                                                    

March Formation:  Please read the first 6 pages of Chapter 2 
“Unless you can sweat some blood sometimes you will never keep a commitment,                                     

in marriage, priesthood, or in anything else.  That's what it takes to be faithful.”  


